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With a vision of lives enriched by music, 
and values that embrace commitment, 
creativity, equity, collaboration and 
service, San Diego Youth Symphony (SDYS) 
instills excellence in musical achievement 
and personal growth through rigorous and 
inspiring music education experiences.
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Dear Friends of SDYS,

Our 2019-20 season was historic for a variety of reasons, no more so than in testing 
our resolve to serve our students, families and community partners in the face of a 
global pandemic. And yet, we not only endured, we thrived. 

SDYS, its Board of Directors, its dedicated and creative staff, and its team of 
outstanding conductors and teaching artists worked tirelessly to inspire the 
thousands of young people who are part of the SDYS family. Together they proved 
that music education matters more than ever. And you, the community who has 
sustained this organization for nearly 75 years, responded in kind. You came with 
ideas, with donations, with options, and with a passion to make it work. And work we 
did. SDYS held dozens of online rehearsals, workshops and lessons, we held our first 
online gala, and we showed that whatever the obstacle, the music doesn’t stop.

We are proud to lead this vibrant organization and to share what has been, in so 
many ways, a year of extraordinary firsts. As we look to our 75th Anniversary season, 
challenges remain, but so too does a future filled with hope. As we plan for the day 
when we can come together in music, SDYS will continue to do what we do best: 
make a difference in the lives of young people. 

Thank you for being a part of this past year. Thank you for believing in what we do. 
Thank you for making the music matter. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Michael Remson
President and CEO

Sue Greenway
Chair, Board of Directors

A LETTER FROM OUR CEO 
AND BOARD CHAIR

DR. MICHAEL REMSON
President and CEO

SUE GREENWAY
Chair, Board of Directors
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PROGRAMS
Founded in 1945, San Diego Youth Symphony and Conservatory (SDYS) serves as a catalyst 
for investing in the future of young San Diegans through the study and performance of 
music.  SDYS offers “cradle-to-college” programming for thousands of young people from 
diverse backgrounds and provides both need-based assistance and merit scholarships to 
ensure every student’s success.
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Our flagship ENSEMBLE program, in historic Balboa Park, hosts hundreds 
of students in 14 year-round ensembles. Each summer, the International 
Youth Symphony, offered in partnership with Rotary International Youth 
Exchange, brings dozens of international students to San Diego for a 
summer of learning and cultural exchange.

The CONSERVATORY TRACK, launching officially in 2021, features 
expanded learning and enrichment opportunities for young people 
interested in pursuing intensive musical experiences, including chamber 
music, music theory, composition, second instrument camps, summer 
opportunities, and more. Programs take place both in Balboa Park and as 
part of Community Engagement partnerships.

Our EARLY CHILDHOOD program, ChIMES (Childhood Introduction to 
Music Education, with Smiles), offers classes for families in Balboa Park, 
in preschools and TK classrooms, and with other educational partners 
throughout San Diego County.

SDYS COMMUNITY PROGRAMS partner with schools, community 
organizations, and school districts across the region to restore or enhance 
music education in local schools. Recognized nationally, the Opus Project 
is a model for how music education can be a vehicle for both community 
engagement and public/private partnerships.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

 18
COMMUNITY PARTNER SCHOOLS

   $108,000+
DIRECT TUITION SUBSIDIES,  

SCHOLARSHIPS, AND ASSISTANCE  
PROGRAMS THROUGH THE ENCORE FUND

SDYS began its 2019-20 season with an air of 
anticipation. The Balboa Park Ensemble program 
enrolled its largest class in recent history and included 
over 100 students from its Community Programs, 
including five students in SDYS’ pre-professional level, 
Ovation. SDYS Community Programs continued their 
work both in Chula Vista Elementary School District and 
in San Diego Unified through work in the City Heights 
neighborhood. Lastly, SDYS’ early childhood programs 
expanded to serve an ever-growing community of area 
families.

Of course, in March, the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic was felt in Balboa Park and across the nation. 
SDYS was able to quickly shift all programming online 
and continued virtual programming for the remainder 
of our fiscal year. SDYS hosted its first virtual gala and 
successfully netted more funds than at our previous 
in-person event. Like everyone else, SDYS has adapted 
to the “new normal” of the pandemic and is working 
diligently to continue to offer the highest quality 
programming and services to our families. We are using 
the most innovative technological solutions to ensure 
that our students, families, audiences, stakeholders, 
and community partners stay connected, engaged and 
inspired.
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  752
NUMBER OF PLACEMENTS  

IN THE BALBOA PARK  
ENSEMBLE PROGRAM

 82%
AGGREGATE MINORITY  

ENROLLMENT IN  
BALBOA PARK PROGRAMS

 418
FAMILIES IN SDYS EARLY  

CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
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SDYS is working hard to bring music education 
to as many partner schools as possible. We 
are actively seeking to replicate the nationally 
recognized success of the Community Opus 
Project with new partners in San Diego and to 
expand our scholarship and assistance programs 
to ensure that any young person who wants to 
participate in SDYS programs has the chance to do 
so. SDYS continues to work with the homeschool 
community through the Soaring Minds Education 
program and is adding new partnerships with 
charter schools in the Lincoln Park neighborhood 
and in San Diego Unified. Despite the impact of 
Covid-19, we are actively planning to pilot new 
programming.

As we look ahead to our 75th anniversary season, 
there are changes to our original plans to be 
sure. However, we will continue to celebrate the 
resilience of this historic organization. We will open 
our new administrative offices in Liberty Station. 
We will expand our programs and curriculum to 
give SDYS families greater breadth and intensity in 
programming. We will launch new programs and a 
summer session. We will inaugurate programs with 
new community partners. In short, we will endure 
and we will always maintain our focus on young 
people and building the pathways that put them  
on the road to success.

Like our new look? This is the first step towards 
building a stronger, more unified brand for this 
historic organization. Look for more exciting 
changes in our 75th season and beyond.

 50,000+
TOTAL CLASSROOM 

INSTRUCTIONAL HOURS

 14
TOTAL PERFORMANCES
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YEAR-END 
FINANCIALS
• Earned income of $669,878 
• Contributed income of $853,986 
• Government grant income of $203,066
• Investment revenue of $28,149
• Total operating revenue of $1,755,079

Prior to the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, SDYS 
was poised to have one of its strongest financial 
performances in several years. After March, SDYS 
instituted a series of cost-cutting measures while 
maintaining all programming, ending the year with a 
loss of roughly $6,000 or less than 1% of operating 
revenue.

As we look to the future, SDYS will maintain a 
cautious fiscal outlook as we anticipate the impact of 
the pandemic to last through 2021-22. Our goals for 
the future are to provide outstanding programming, 
both virtual and in-person, to educate and entertain 
audiences across San Diego, to provide on-going 
employment for our teams, and to be a catalyst 
for community healing and growth through music 
education.

 38% Earned income

 49% Contributed income

 11% Government income

 2% Investment income

 53% Program Staff
 25% Administration and 
  fundraising staff
 13% Program Costs

 6% Fundraising

 3% G&A

INCOME

EXPENSES
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ANNUAL FUND
$25,000+
Dr. Irma Gigli
Kathryn Starr
The Estate of Elsie Weston

$10,000-24,999
Hervey Family Fund at The San Diego 

Foundation
Maurice Kawashima & Steve Knesz
Shamala & Raghu Saripalli
Phyllis Yates
Susan Sharin & Laurina Young

$5,000-9,999
Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro
John Alexander & John Lipsey
James Oliver
William Powell
Eleanor Rzaca
Dr. Jerome Yates

$1,000-4,999
Candi & Dr. Edward Abeyta
Dr. Louis Alpinieri
Mark Bennett
James Beyster
Martha & Glen Brechlin
Gail & Bob Dunham
Erin & Rob Gaan
Gay and Lesbian Fund for San Diego at  

The San Diego Foundation
Sarah Price-Keating & Brian Keating
James Lauer
Cynthia Lawrence
Reinette Levine
Daniel Lewis
Sheila & Jeffrey Lipinsky
Ruth & Michael Lipper
Make America Kind Again Fund at  

The San Diego Foundation
Tina Dyer & Steve McCann
Joy & Dr. Daniel Meyer
Leslie Miller
Bart McCleskey & Archie Palencia
Dorothy & Frank Piacentini
Justin Rennilson

Dr. Lina Schein
Margaret & Neal Schmale
Susan & Gerald Slavet
Carol Harter & William Smith
Dorothy Sollender
Jeanette Stevens
Robert Wallace
Armi & Al Williams
Debora Smethers & Jack Yuill

$500-999
Dick Ahlborn
Silvia Berchtold
Joyce Burns
Myrna Grayson & Robert Chapman
Griselda Delgado
Judy Bee & Jeffrey Denning
Joanne & Bernard Fink
Jessica & Michael Flippin
Lesia & Dr. Allan Goetz
Joan Henkelmann
Grace Gao & Yuanlong Hu
Samantha & Samuel Huang 
Glenn Ishioka
Kelly & Mark Kjos
Lois Lewis
Patricia McQuater
Liz & Dave Ogilvy
Gisela Roha
Dr. Georgia Robins Sadler & Blair Sadler 
Phyllis & David Sarkaria
Sun & Paul Young Song
Barbara & Sam Takahashi
Chris & Alfred Thiede
Drs. Barbara Parker & Geoffrey Wahl

$250-499
Hadeel & Bryce Besser
Ginny & Bob Black
Mythili Mallampalli & Subramanyam Bollapragada
Karen Pierce & Eric Courchesne
Carol Farber
Sara & Eduardo Franqui
Drs. Cindy & Tom Goodman
Seiran Sohn & David Griegel
Karen & Larry Hoeksema
Karin Hughes
Timothy Ann Hunt

Paula Liska
Ellen Michaels
Fabrice Pierre
Nina Sagheb  
Richard Schulman
Lynn & Elliott Tarson
Henry Wien
Elliott J. Wilson and Family
Michelle Worthing

$100-249
Theresa Acerro
Lily & Charles An
Floy Apple
Isabel Baker
Emily S. & Barry F. Berkov
Mara Bernd
Joan Jordan Bernstein
Karen & James Botticelli
Mary Reeber & Jim Bumpus
Michelle Butler-Hellewell
Ashely Gosal & Charles Chamberlayne 
Honorable Cheryl & Greg Cox
Thanh Duong
Anne & David Ferbert
Pam Caldwell & Bill Fix
Brenda & Dr. Michael Goldbaum
Linda & Jerry Goldberg
Hampshire Family
Edward S. Hand & Stanley C. Harazim
Dawn Holman
Dr. Dana & Ted Huskey
Ursula Kantor
Paula Taylor & Bernie Kulchin
Anh & Lam Lee
June & Dr. Donghwan Lee
Susan Leonard
Marilyn & Larry Lindberg
Anni & Arthur Lipper
Colleen & Allan Lukoff
Richanne Martinez
Editha Mason
Paula & Roy Merrick
Theodore Milby
Anita Rivera & Barry Nakamura
Pamela Pelayo & Jose Natera
Dr. Milena Aubry & Alex Negrin
Christine & Michael Nguyen
Thuylinh Nguyenle

DONORS & PARTNERS
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Anne & Dale Pering
Victoria & David Plettner-Saunders  
Alexandra Branisteanu & Cristian Popescu
Redelings Lidot Family
Dr. Erin & Tony Reid
Ning Li & Peter Rix
Natasha Robertson
Aja Santiago
Charina & Daniel Schmitigal
Margaret & Michael Seidel
Francoise & Salim Shah
Marilyn & Brian Smith
Sue Ann Mead & Dalouge Smith
Lorena Sanchez Sotelo
Jennifer Adrian-Thiroux & Stephen Thiroux
Phyllis Wang
Mary Dukas & Michael Waterman
Andrew Williams
Terry & Eric Williams
Winnard Music Studio
Kitty & Keene Wolcott
David Wood
D. Richard Wright
Lauren Wylie
Min Yuan

UP TO $99
Cynthia Alomia
Tracey Auburn
Nowell & Ron Bierman
Susan V. Boe
Adolfo & Shena Cacho
Wanping Chen
Zhu Chen
Norma Clark
Megan Costello
Melissa & Philippe D’Arabian
Claudia & Marcio De Andrade
Karen Oegema & Arshad Desai
Vietca Do
Miriam Dresner
Shoko & Fumihiko Endo
Sylvia Flores
Fatima & Richard Fortier
Steve Frank
Sally Fuller
Sandra & Raymond Gagarin
Natale Majkut & Nathan Gray
Georgia Hayashi

Hesu Huang
Linda & Mike Jacobs
Valerie Atkinson & Jeremy Joyce
Lisa Cecere & Bruce Jones
Divya Kakaiya
Stacey Kartchner
Wooyoung & Hong Kim
Hyuna Kim
Erick Klein
Kathy & Soohoun Kwak
Joanne & Phil Lamb
Pamela Limneos
Martha Liu
Loran Marsan
Marc Matz
Marilyn McCaskey
Brian McCord
Christopher Merlin
Dario Micheri
A. Fenner Milton
Donna Morgan-Boyle
Ying Chen & Jun Ni
Linda & Will Nibbe
Charles Norman
Lori Norman
Rebecca Wentland & John O’Neill
Sungwon & Kyungsoo Park
Shinae Lee & Youngho Park
Kurosh Parsai
Mandy Perry
Whitney Perry
Stephanie Piontkowski
Patricia & Ole Prahm
Suchitra Jagdish & Vivek Rajendran
Minna Rauhala
Kristine Riesch
Barbara & Normal Rozansky
Alice & Dale Saare
Hui Shen
Aaron Solomon
Joan & Peter Suffredini
Florian Sulzmaier
Johanna & Carlos Tavares
Lori Thacker
Erin & Sam Ungricht
Blythe & John Vandeven

LEGACY CIRCLE

James Algert
Marion Allen
Dr. Marie Juriet-Beamish & William Beamish
Mark Bennett
Eric Cohen
Dr. Irma Gigli
Catharina Graves*
Sue Greenway
Charmaine & Maurice Kaplan
Maurice Kawashima & Steve Knesz
Cohen & Koberly Family Fund
Joan Kroc*
Diane Law
Reinette & Marvin* Levine

Joy & Dr. Daniel Meyer
Matthew Midgett
June D. Moeser*
Larry Norquist*
Robert Peterson
William Powell
Dr. Georgia & Blair Sadler
Dorothy & Joel* Sollender
Bonnie & Henry Steele
Molli Wagner
Elsie Weston*
Phyllis Yates

*In Memory of

SDYS thanks the following generous Legacy Circle Members for 
providing lasting support for our students and programs through 
planned giving. Legacy gifts impact generations of young people 
through scholarship support, instrument loans, private lessons, 
conservatory classes, and other special opportunities.

Maurine Beinbrink & James Algert
Karen & James Botticelli
Griselda Delgado
Sara & Eduardo Franqui

Lesia & Dr. Allan Goetz
Andrew Williams
Terry & Eric Williams
Jennifer Wilson

MUSIC MAKERS
A recurring giving program, Music Makers ensure SDYS students and 
programs are supported throughout the year. This support provides 
resources to our current music programs and helps create new 
opportunities, reaching even more youth in San Diego.
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IN MEMORY 

IN HONOR

John-Michael Brooks
Michael Brooks & Dan M. Gilbreath
Antoinette Carrion
Flavella Orton

Louise & Walter Cohen
Randy & Bonnie Cohen

Robert N. Hall
Antoinette Carrion

Margaret Helphrey
Kathryn O’Bryan
Carol Sands
Karen Vander Brug

Betty Hiller
Mary & James Dawe
Eileen & Donald Levi
Gisela Roha

Carson Kemp
Whitney Kemp
Marie Lapointe
Laurel Miller
J. Andrews & Ivan Porto

Chelsea King
Mary Dukas & Michael Waterman

Frederick Lang
Una Marie Pierce

Marvin Levine
Reinette Levine

James Jay Peterson
Lisa Cecere & Bruce Jones
Marilyn McCaskey

Dr. Thomas Martin Reckord
Marvin Hand

Jeffrey Sollender
The Edelstein Family

Bill Sturgeon
Chris & Alfred Thiede

Margaret J. Williams
Patricia McQuater

Joan Zelickman
Jennifer Adrian-Thiroux & Stephen Thiroux

Ruby Elizabeth Adler
Marilyn & Larry Lindberg

Grace Decker Boe
Susan Boe

Gordon Brodfuehrer, Maurice Kawashima & 
Steve Knesz, Anni & Arthur Lipper, Armi &  
Al Williams 

John & Annasue Wilson

Eric Cohen
Bonnie & Randy Cohen

Scarlett & Sadie Carr
Stacey Kartchner

Jeff Edmons
Martha Liu

Dr. Irma Gigli
Anni & Arthur Lipper

Sue Greenway
Judy Bee & Jeffrey Denning

Ella Hosseini
Aaron Solomon

Joanne Howell
Marilyn & Larry Lindberg

Janice Hu, Annie Hu, Danielle Hu
Grace Gao & Yuanlong Hu

Max Kilman
Dorothy & Frank Piacentini

Eliana Leff
Diana & Eliezer Lombrozo

Anni Lipper
Ruth & Michael Lipper

John Lipsey
Carol Farber
Liz & Dave Ogilvy

Robin & Robert Marsan
Loran Marsan

Dominic Negrin
Dr. Milena Aubry & Alex Negrin

Our Grandchildren
Colleen & Allan Lukoff

Rob Kessler & Don Polich
Bart McCleskey & Archie Palencia

Ms. Ulli Reiner
Dr. Dana & Ted Huskey

Michael Remson
Murrey E. Nelson

Jeanette Stevens
Floy Apple
Mark Bennett
Tricia & Steve Blostin
Gordon Brodfuehrer
Perla Brownlie
Dr. Kathleen Charla
Farah Rahman & Abe Chohan
Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro
Parvin & Mitch Cohen
Llewellyn Crain
Denise & David Ellenstein
Pam & Hal Fuson
Sarah & Michael Garrison
Sue Greenway
Kate Hatmaker & Alex Greenbaum
Robin Karnik
Anni & Arthur Lipper
Megan & Allan Matthew
Tina Dyer & Steve McCann
Tyler Mowbrey
Sylvia & Steven Re
Margot Rowley
Julie & Jay Sarno

Margaret & Neal Schmale
Todd Schultz
Sylvia M. Smith
Susan & John Thompson
Keely Tidrow
Clifford Schireson & John Venekamp
Janet White
Qun Zhou

Kevin Song
Sun Young & Paul Song

Raymonde Vogels
Francoise & Salim Shah

Amber Joy Weber
Winnard Music Studio

Alfred Wohl
Drs. Barbara Parker & Geoff Wahl  

Phyllis E. Yates
Dr. Jerome Yates

Stacie Young
Victoria Martin

Roberta Zimmerman
Barbara & Norman Rozansky
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BUSINESSES
$1,000-4,999
Apple Inc.
Cisco Systems Matching Gift Program
Qualcomm Matching Gift Program
Ruhnau Clarke Architects

$250-499
Vertex Foundation Matching Gift Program

$100-249
Intel Corporation Matching Gifts Program
The Thursday Club

UP TO $99
Bank of America Matching Gifts Program
Network For Good
San Diego Office Cleaning, Inc.

GOVERNMENT
$25,000+
The City of San Diego
National Endowment for the Arts

$10,000-24,999
California Arts Council
County of San Diego Neighborhood 

Reinvestment Program

$5,000-9,999
City of Chula Vista
County of San Diego Community Enhancement 

Program

$1,000-4,999
City of San Diego Community Projects, Programs, 

and Services

FOUNDATIONS
$25,000+
Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
NAMM Foundation
Price Philanthropies Foundation
Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation

$10,000-24,999
Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
League of American Orchestras, Getty Grant

$5,000-9,999
Boys and Girls Foundation
Bernard & Rose Corbman Endowment Fund at 

Jewish Community Foundation 
Nordson Corporation Foundation
ResMed Foundation 
Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust

$1,000-4,999
Altrusa Club of Chula Vista, Inc. Foundation
Samuel I & John Henry Fox Foundation
The Heller Foundation of San Diego
Musical Merit Foundation of Greater San Diego
Arthur & Jeanette Pratt Memorial Fund
The Clare Rose Foundation Inc.
The Patricia & Christopher Weil Family 

Foundation

$250-499
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

12
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TICKETS WITH PURPOSE

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Tickets with Purpose provides free SDYS concert tickets to 
young people in our community, their teachers and families, and 
the volunteers who serve organizations that enhance and enrich 
the lives of young people across San Diego County and beyond.

SDYS is pleased to receive in-kind donations from the following 
generous members of our community. In-kind donations include 
musical instruments, performance clothing, instrument supplies 
and cases, and office equipment, all of which serve to benefit 
the students and staff of SDYS.

Maryana & Jong Bhak
Bridgepoint Education
Yona Capobianco
Tsang Keung Chan
Hiroko Charbonneau
Christine Cho
Katherine Elliott-Gould
Judy Fisher
Lois Gottfredson
Marvin Hand

ARTS - A Reason to Survive
Access Youth Academy
Balboa Park Cultural Access Pass
Balboa Park Cultural Institutions
ChIMES
Community Opus Project
David’s Harp Foundation
Gompers Preparatory Academy
Habitat for Humanity
Home Start
Hoover High School
Jewish Family Services

LJMS Community Music Center
Malashock Dance
Monroe Clark Middle School
Rady Childrens’ Hospital
Rosa Parks Elementary School
San Diego Youth Services
School of Creative & Performing Arts
Soaring Minds
Voices for Children
Wilson Middle School
YMCA
Young Lions Jazz Conservatory

Naomi & Kurt Junge
Kaylee Lachmann
Katalin Mody
Mary & Seth Mogle
Tracey & Thomas Neill
Marjorie & Honorable Lee Sarokin
Barbara & Sam Takahashi
Connie Terwilliger
Sarah & Andy Wilke

13
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ANGELS’ ANGELS SPONSORS

MEMBERS

Angels’ Angels are passionate supporters of SDYS who  
believe that music education is a gateway to opportunity and 
that every young person deserves access to quality music 
education programs. Annual membership includes invitations  
to three private events, preferred concert seating, and 
fellowship with other members who believe in the lifelong  
value of music education.

Dick Ahlborn
Laura & Tom Alexander*
Maurine Beinbrink & Jim Algert
Dr. Louis Alpinieri
Drs. Gigi & Inder Anand*
Colleen & Augusto Angelucci
Mark Bennett
Joan Jordan Bernstein
Wendyce Brody
Perla Brownlie
Myrna Grayson & Robert Chapman
Weilynn Chiang*
Parvin & Mitch Cohen 
Eric Cohen & Bill Coltellaro
Cher Conner
Arlene Harris & Martin Cooper*
Linda Davis
Judy Bee & Jeffrey Denning
Ellen & Richard Doty
Gail Dunham
Marcie Elias  

Pierrette Featherby
Pamela Caldwell & Bill Fix*
Sara & Eduardo Franqui*
Pam & Hal Fuson*
Sally & Einar Gall 
Gay and Lesbian Fund for San Diego at 

The San Diego Foundation**
Dr. Irma Gigli*
Laura & Dr. Ron Gordon
Sue Greenway
Cheryl Bailey & Dave Hansen
Edward Hand & Stanley Harazim
Beverly Harris
Pamela Hartwell
Joan Henkelmann*
Edith Hunio
Timothy Ann Hunt
Ursula Kantor
Robert Keith
Sharon Klein
Paula Taylor & Bernie Kulchin
Diane Law*
Pamela Limneos

Marilyn Lindberg*
Anni & Arthur Lipper*
John Alexander & John Lipsey
Paula Liska
Barbara Malk*
Patricia Maxwell
Tina Dyer & Steve McCann*
Carol & Gary McElroy
Ellen Michaels
A. Fenner Milton
Wendy Nash
Liz & Dave Ogilvy
Bart McCleskey & Archie Palencia
Una Marie Pierce
Suzanne Pirtle
Ole Prahm
Thomas Reise  
Claire Reiss
Justin Rennilson*
Paulette Roberts*
Gisela Roha
Alice Ross-Gordon  
Nina Sagheb

Phyllis & David Sarkaria*
Dr. Lina Schein*
Richard Schulman
Asa Sheehan
D’Marie Simon
Sylvia Smith
Carol Harter & William Smith*
Gertraud Stangl
Jeanette Stevens*
Barbara & Sam Takahashi
Margo Wallace
Judy Weiss
Henry Wien  
Armi & Al Williams*
Caroleen Williams
Sharon Joyce & Richard Wirtz*
Dick Wright
Phyllis Yates
Debora Smethers & Jack Yuill

*Gold Member
**Corporate Member

Dr. Louis Alpinieri     Gail Dunham Phyllis Yates
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Dick Ahlborn

Maurine Beinbrink & James Algert 

Dr. Louis Alpinieri

Drs. Inder & Gigi Anand

Mark Bennett

Gordon Brodfuehrer

Marie & Henrik Christensen

Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro 

Arlene Harris & Martin Cooper

Pam & Hal Fuson

Sarah & Michael Garrison

Dr. Irma Gigli

Sue Greenway

Edward Hand & Stanley Harazim 

12TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

HONORARY COMMITTEE

Encore!, SDYS’s annual scholarship fundraiser, is an evening 
of performances, student stories, audience interaction, and 
dining with friends. All gifts to the Encore Fund provide tuition 
assistance for families in need, merit scholarships for outstanding 
accomplishments, instrument loans, private lessons and more. 
This year, Encore! was produced virtually and allowed attendees 
to participate safely from home, including inaugural Leo Scheer 
Founder’s Award recipient Jeanette Stevens. Students presented 
assembled performances which included an uplifting piece 
featuring Chamber Orchestra musicians.

Maurice Kawashima & Steve Knesz 

Diane Law

Reinette Levine

Marilyn Lindberg

Anni & Arthur Lipper

John Alexander & Johnny Lipsey

Tina Dyer & Steve McCann

Julie Sarno

Todd Schultz

Jeanette Stevens

Clifford Schireson & John Venekamp

Mark Wernig, Dowling & Yahnke

Armi & Al Williams

Phyllis Yates
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SEVENTEEN SCHOLARSHIPS
Eric Cohen & William Coltellaro*

TEN SCHOLARSHIPS
Diane Law

FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS
Arlene Harris & Martin Cooper
Tina Dyer & Steve McCann*
Margaret & Neal Schmale*

FOUR SCHOLARSHIPS
Bart McCleskey & Archie Palencia  
Phyllis Yates

THREE SCHOLARSHIPS
Mary Ann Beyster
Kathleen Delaney & John Farkas
Dr. Irma Gigli
Seohyun Choi & Seungchul Hong
Jennifer & Mark Wernig

TWO SCHOLARSHIPS
Dick Ahlborn
James Beyster
Parvin & Mitch Cohen*
Marie & Dr. Henrik Christensen
Anne Evans
Pam & Hal Fuson*
Sue Greenway*
Anni & Arthur Lipper*
John Alexander & John Lipsey
Redelings Lidot Family
Phyllis & David Sarkaria
Jeanette Stevens

ONE SCHOLARSHIP
Laura & Tom Alexander
Dr. Louis Alpinieri
Drs. Gigi & Inder Anand

Colleen & Augusto Angelucci
Mark Bennett*
Gordon Brodfuehrer*
Wendy Brody
Weilynn & Kenneth Chiang
Farah Rahman & Abe Chohan*
Sara & Eduardo Franqui
Sarah & Michael Garrison*
Jeremy Gilbert
Jeanette Greenway
Edward Hand & Stanley Harazim
Martha Leche & Ellis Krauss
Randy Clark & Tom Maddox
Ilse & Dr. Daniel Meyer
Elaine & Douglas Muchmore
Gisela Roha
Sue Ann Mead & Dalouge Smith
Clifford Schireson & John Venekamp*
Armi & Al Williams

PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Theresa Acerro
Maurine Beinbrink & James Algert
Aaron Alon
Floy Apple*
Danielle & Angelo Arias
Lynn Basquez
Tricia & Steve Blostin*
Susan Boe
Perla Brownlie*
Regina & Shea Buckley
Mary Reeber & Jim Bumpus
Maximus Chan & Family
Dr. Kathleen Charla*
Maureen Charnas
Diane Schroeder & Mitchell Cohen  
Bonnie & Randy Cohen
Marilyn Colby
Llewellyn Crain*
Juan Sebastian Cruz
Judy Bee & Jeffrey Denning
Jacquie & Anthony De Stefani
Denise Young & David Ellenstein*
Gatto Family
Kate Hatmaker & Alex Greenbaum*
May Wang & Lei Guang
Kathleen A. Hill

Stacie Young & Dana Hosseini
Samantha & Samuel Huang
Carol Hubbard
Wendy Hutchison
Robin Karnik*
Paula Taylor & Bernie Kulchin
The Laperruque Family Trust
Carol & Tom Leighty
Reinette Levine
Marilyn & Larry Lindberg
Ruth & Michael Lipper
Diana & Eliezer Lombrozo
Eileen Lu & Weidong Luo
Victoria Martin
Editha Mason
Megan & Allan Matthew*
Kathy McCarthy
John McClelland
Jane P. Merrill
Theodore Milby
Tyler Mowbrey*
Murrey E. Nelson
Linda & Will Nibbe
Rachel Pradhan
Sylvia & Steven Re*
Susan & Bob Redelings

Michelle & Paul Rodriguez
Margot Rowley*
Julie & Jay Sarno*
Todd Schultz*
Uma & Ram Seshan
Francoise & Salim Shah
Angie Singh
Carol Harter & William Smith
Sylvia Smith*
Alice & Scott Spencer
Lynn & Steve Spencer
Lynn & Elliott Tarson
Johanna & Carlos Tavares
Susan & John Thompson*
Keely Tidrow*
Arlis Travis
Amy & Ernie Villafranca
Sheila & Dr. Stewart Walker
David Ashley White
Janet White*
Annasue & John Wilson
Qun Zhou*
Chunmei Sun & Qiqing Zhu

*In honor of Jeanette Stevens

ENCORE! 2020 SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONORS
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2019-20 BOARD  
SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Sharon Bay
Mark Bennett
Philip Bickley
Regina Buckley
Steve Cooper
Rob Gaan
Arturo Garcia
Ann Hix
Larry Hoeksema

Anni Lipper 
Dan Malloy
Gary McElroy 
Patricia McQuater
Jim Reid
Bob Self
Michael Timson
Joy Whatley
Greg Zinser

2019-20 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2019-20 ADVISORY COUNCIL 

BOARD CHAIR
Sue Greenway

VICE CHAIR, GOVERNANCE
Tina Dyer

VICE CHAIR, DEVELOPMENT
Eric Cohen

VICE CHAIR,  
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
John Lipsey

VICE CHAIR,  FINANCE / TREASURER
Abe Chohan

Anni Lipper (co-chair)
Larry Scott (co-chair)
Rob Gaan
Cindy Goodman 

Larry Hoeksema
Maurice Kawashima
Peter Manes
Jeanette Stevens

SECRETARY
Bernie Kulchin

MEMBERS
Bryce Besser
Perla Brownlie
Charles Chamberlayne
Weilynn Chiang
Kathleen Delaney
Griselda Delgado
Marilyn Lindberg
Megan Matthew
Archie Palencia
Stacie Young
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2019-20 FACULTY AND STAFF
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Dr. Michael Remson

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Jeff Edmons

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Amber Joy Weber

CONSERVATORY CONDUCTORS
Lowri Casimiro, Beginning
Anthony Do-Hoon Kim, Inspiration
Chris Lea, Beginning, Inspiration
Juan Cristóbal Palacios, Showcase
Ulli Reiner, Inspiration
Jessica Swift, Showcase

TEACHING ARTISTS
Lionel Charles Avila, Woodwinds
Marife Biares, Strings
Emily Dawson, Woodwinds
Ruben Hernandez, Percussion
Jordan Kuspa, Strings
Carolyn Lechusza Aquallo, Strings
Batya MacAdam-Somer, Strings
Avi Mehta, Brass
Susan Monteiro, Strings
Carol Pelkner, Percussion
Charlie Perkes, Strings
Tyler Richardson, Woodwinds
Andrew Waid, Strings

CONSERVATORY TEAM
Dr. Lauren Rausch, Conservatory Program 

Manager
Brenna Casey, Conservatory Program 

Coordinator
Anna Sharp, Conservatory Program Assistant
Cecilia Vega, Conservatory Program 

Assistant
Ruben Hernandez, Music Librarian

COMMUNITY TEAM
Kaitlyn Korogy de Guarneros, Community 

Opus Program Manager
Brianda Felix, Community Program 

Coordinator

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEAM
Sarah Williams, Early Childhood Music 

Coordinator
Lionel Charles Avila, Program Assistant
Kat Fitzpatrick, Teaching Artist
Suzie Haughton, Teaching Artist
Charlie Perkes, Teaching Artist

CITY HEIGHTS MUSIC PROGRAM
Sharon Ormsbee, General Music Teacher

PRODUCTION TEAM
Jessamyn Foster, Production and  

Operations Manager
Max Carreon, III, Production Coordinator
Charlie Perkes, Instrument Librarian
Samantha Farrell, Production Assistant
Steven Soto, Production Assistant
Cory Stapleton, Production Assistant
Summer Valentine, Production Assistant
Katie Van Note, Production Assistant

DEVELOPMENT & MARKETING TEAM
Karin Hughes, Institutional Giving Manager
Anji Taylor, Marketing & Communications 

Manager
Terry Williams, Individual Giving Manager
Hannah Pierangelo, Individual Giving 

Coordinator
Micah Taberner, Graphic Design Assistant

BUSINESS OPERATIONS TEAM
Sean Laperruque, Business Operations 

Coordinator
Minerva Salido, Accounting Assistant



San Diego Youth Symphony and Conservatory 
Dr. Michael Remson, President & CEO | Jeff Edmons, Music Director 

1650 El Prado #207A, San Diego, CA 92101  |  sdys.org

SDYS is proud to receive major underwriting from the following:

Financial support for SDYS programs is provided in part by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the City of San Diego, and the California Arts Council, a state agency.

San Diego Youth Symphony and Conservatory is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public benefit corporation.

https://sdys.org/

